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ITEM #1
ORDERED THAT the Fire Chief appear before the Public Safety Committee.

Deputy Dean Desmarais was present at the meeting.

Councilor Lamontagne stated that he filed this order to discuss the Grattan Street firehouse not being
opened 24/7. He is concerned about response times to fires and he would like an update on plans for the
station.

Deputy Desmarais stated that there are many factors that need to be considered when evaluating response
time. The recent fire on Parenteau- the response time was four minutes. Currently there are 142
members. With that number there is insufficient staff to man Grattan Street 24/7. In order to staff
Grattan Street 24/7 the Fire Department will need to increase 22-23 members at a cost of $1.2 million,
Deputy Desmarais stated that the station has personnel at the Grattan Street station because the second
ambulance operates out of this station. However, if the ambulance is out on a call then the station is
empty. Deputy Desmarais stated that there are times that both ambulances are out on medical calls and
fire apparatus has to go out on medical calls.

Councilor Roy asked how short is the fire staff. Deputy Desmarais stated it is 12 members short.

Motion made by Councilor Laflamme and second by Councilor Roy to place on file.




Committee vote 5 —( favorable.

ITEM #2
ORDERED THAT the Emergency Management Director and Consultant appear before the Public Safety
Committee.

Motion made by Councilor Latlamme to postpone. Motion passed.

ITEM #3
ORDERED THAT the Health Department appear before the Public Safety Committee for an update on
proposed vaping and e-cigarette regulations for all public places.

Lisa Sanders (Health Director), Theresa Picard (Health Commissioner), Janet Ely (Health Commissioner)
were present.

PUBLIC INPUT

Christopher Prost, 182 Chicopee Street, owner of Hunter’s Pub, stated that he sells e-cigarettes at his
establishment, He further statsd- that.there is no health ¢laims for second:hand.smoke. He.also.stated:
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how the general public is exposed. He does not believe that the City is reguiatmg blindly. He would like
to protect the general public. What’s the potential harm from someone loading the e-cigarettes with
nicotine,

Councilor Tillotson stated that it took 30 years to discover that cigarettes cause cancer. Do we want to
wait 30 years to discover something about e-cigarettes? He further stated that Springfield regulations
prohibit anyone less than 18 years of age to purchase e-cigarettes.

Councilor Moreau stated that he is concerned for the youth who may be purchasing these products. He is
also concerned about the chemicals in these products.

Lisa Sanders stated that the Board of Health Commission has established regulations for restricting the
sale of tobacco products and nicotine delivery products. This regulation would prohibit selling these
products to minors less than 18 years of age. This regulation will be implemented Tuly 1, 2015.

Theresa Picard (Health Commissioner) stated that the commission has spent three meetings discussing
this matter at length including hearing from experts from the state on this matter. They are very close to a

final draft for regulation prohibiting smoking in workplaces and public places.

Motion made by Councilor Vieau and second by Councilor Zygarowski to place on file.




Committee vote 5- 0 favorable.
Motion made by Councilor Laflamme to go back to Item #2
Glenn Joslyn (Emergency Management Director) and Jeff Trask (Consultant) were present at the meeting.

Councilor Lamontagne stated that he filed the order to inquire about the work schedule for the department
and to obtain information about the department.

Glenn Joslyn stated that he works 12 hours per week (Thursday and Friday) and Jeff Trask works 8 hours
per week. He further stated that Jeff is very good at grant writing which he does for the city. They
currently have a 22 member Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) certified and the
department has worked on revising a comprehensive emergency plan for the city.

Jeff Trask stated that he is a vendor for the city and not a city employee.
Councilor Moreau questioned whether the department has been in contact with the Church of the New

Covenant on Chicopee Street. Glenn stated that he has and is working with the church to set up for
wrposes for small ingiden

CERT and he see

a short frame.
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Committee vote 5 — 0 favorable,

ITEM #4
Minutes — June 2, 2014. Motion made to approve. Motion passed.

Meeting adjourned at 7:55 PM.




